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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application having Application No. 1 0,027,233 has a total of 1 8 claims 
pending in the application; there are 6 independent claims and 12 dependent 
claims, all of which are ready for examination by the examiner. Claims 1-18 have 
been examined. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

2. The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly 
claiming the subject matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

Regarding claims 1-18, the term "interest" renders the claims indefinite as the 

term lacks specificity and is thus unclear. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 
that form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Hunt, C, et al., Windows NT TCP/IP Network Administration, O'Reilly Publishing, 
October 1998 (herein referred to as Reference 1). To the extent understood (due 
to the aforementioned indefinite rejection), the claims have been reviewed by the 
examiner. 
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5. As per claim 1 , Reference 1 depict a method of controlling levels of access 
permission, implemented in a system in which any of plural levels of access 
permission that define limits of information available is assigned to each user so 
that when a user authorized to have access makes a request for the access, the 
user is permitted to access information within the limits of the access permission 
level, said method comprising the steps of: 

detecting, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the extent of 
user's interest in the information to be provided and/or changes in the interest 
(section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user to be 
changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's interest 
and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1,2). 

6. As per claim 2, Reference 1 depict the method according to claim 1 , further 
comprising the steps of: 

holding identification information settable by each user for 
identifying the user (section 12.4, para. 1, 2); and 

asking the user as the source of an access request to input the identification 
information so as to define such a permission condition that the user is normally 
identified using the identification information(section 12.4, para. 1, 2), wherein 

said detection step has detection of the extent of user's interest and/or 
changes in the interest on the basis of user's history after the last setting of the 
identification information (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, 12-5, 12-6). 
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7. As per claim 3, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of asking the user as the source of the access request to 
update the identification information when the detected extent of user's interest 
and/or changes in the interest meet predetermined conditions (section 12.4.3, 
para. 1, 2, fig. 12-3). 

8. As per claim 4, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 3, further 
comprising the step of changing the level of access permission currently 
assigned to the user as the source of the access request to a level narrower in 
scope than that defined by the current level when the identification information 
has not been updated (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

9. As per claim 5, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 2, further 
comprising the step of changing the user as the source of the access request to 
update the identification information when the detected extent of user's and/or 
changes in the interest show that the number of times access is requested 
exceeds a predetermined number of times (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

10. As per claim 6, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 5, further 
comprising the step of changing the level of access permission currently 
assigned to the user as the source of the access request to a level narrower in 
scope than that defined by the current level when the identification information 
has not been updated (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 
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11. As per claim 7, Reference 1 depict a method according to any one of claim 1 , 
further comprising the steps of: 

assigning each user, in exchange for entries of information related to the user, 
identification information for identifying the user and a level of access permission 
defined according to the contents of the information entered (section 12.4, para. 
1,2); and 

asking the user as the source of an access request to input the identification 
information assigned so as to define an access condition that the user is normally 
identified using the input identification information (section 12.4.1, para. 1, lines 
1-2), wherein 

said detection step has detection of the extent of user's interest and/or 
changes in the interest on the basis of user's history after the last setting of the 
identification information (section 12.4.3, para. 1, 2, fig. 12-3). 

12. As per claim 8, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 7, further 
comprising the step of asking the user as the source of the access request to 
enter user's information again when the detected extent of user's interest and/or 
changes in the interest meet predetermined conditions (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

13. As per claim 9, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 8, further 
comprising the step of changing the level of access permission currently 
assigned to the user as the source of the access request to a level narrower in 
scope than that defined by the current level when the user has not entered user's 
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information in response to said step of asking the user to enter the information 
again (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

14. As per claim 10, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 8, further 
comprising the step of deleting the identification information assigned to the user 
when the user has not entered user's information in response to said step of 
asking the user to enter the information again (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

15. As per claim 11, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 7, further 
comprising the step of asking the user as the source of the access request to 
enter user's information again when the detection result of the extent of user's 
interest and/or changes in the interest show that a predetermined number of 
days have elapsed since the last access request (section 12.4.3, para. 1, 2, fig. 
12-3). 

16. As per claim 12, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 1 1 , further 
comprising the step of changing the level of access permission currently 
assigned to the user as the source of the access request to a level narrower in 
scope than that defined by the current level when the user has not entered user's 
information in response to said step of urging the user to enter the information 
again (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 

17. As per claim 13, Reference 1 depict a method according to claim 1 1 , further 
comprising the step of deleting the identification information assigned to the user 
when the user has not entered user's information in response to said step of 
asking the user to enter the information again (section 12.4.3, para. 1). 
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18. As per claim 14, Reference 1 depict a method of controlling levels of access 
permission, implemented in a system in which any of plural levels of access 
permission that define limits of one or more apparatuses available is assigned to 
each user so that when a user authorized to have access make a request for the 
access, the user is permitted to use the one or more apparatuses within the limits 
of the access permission level, said method comprising the steps of: 

detecting, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the extent of 
user's interest in the one or more apparatuses to be used and/or changes in the 
interest (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user to be 
changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's interest 
and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1, 2). 

19. As per claim 15, Reference 1 depict a method controlling access levels of 
access permission, implemented in a computer system for providing digital 
information to add a processing function as needed to a terminal operated by a 
user, in which any of plural levels of access permission that define limits of digital 
information accessible is assigned to each user so that when a user authorized 
to have access makes a request for the access, the user is permitted to access 
the digital information within the limits of the access permission level, said 
method comprising steps of: 
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detecting, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the extent of 
user's interest in the digital information to be provided and/or changes in the 
interest (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the user to be 
changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's interest 
and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1, 2). 

20. As per claim 16, Reference 1 depict an apparatus for controlling levels of 
access permission, applied to a computer system in which any of plural levels of 
access permission that define limits of information available is assigned to each 
user so that when a user authorized to have access makes a request for the 
access, the user is permitted to access information within the limits of the access 
permission level; said apparatus comprising: 

means for monitoring, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the 
extent of user's interest in the information to be provided and/or changes in the 
interest (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

means for allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the 
user to be changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's 
interest and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1, 2). 

21 . As per claim 17, Reference 1 depict an apparatus for controlling levels of 
access permission, applied to a computer system in which any of plural levels of 
access permission that define limits of one or more apparatuses available is 
assigned to each user so that when a user authorized to have access makes a 
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request for the access, the user is permitted to use the one or more apparatuses 
within the limits of the access permission level, said apparatus comprising: 

means for monitoring, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the 
extent of user's interest in the one or more apparatuses to be used and/or 
changes in the interest (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

means for allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the 
user to be changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's 
interest and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1, 2). 
22. As per claim 18, Reference 1 depict an apparatus for controlling levels of 
access permission, applied to a computer system for providing digital information 
to add a processing function as needed to a terminal operated by a user, in 
which any of plural levels of access permission that define limits of digital 
information available is assigned to each user so that when a user authorized to 
have access makes a request for the access, the user is permitted to access the 
digital information within the limits of the access permission level, said apparatus 
comprising: 

means for monitoring, on the basis of user's history of access requests, the 
extent of user's interest in the digital information to be provided and/or changes 
in the interest (section 12.6, fig. 12-4, fig. 12-5, fig. 12-6); and 

means for allowing the level of access permission currently assigned to the 
user to be changed to another level according to the detected extent of user's 
interest and/or changes in the interest (section 12.1.2.1, para. 1, 2). 
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Conclusion 

23. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications should 
be directed to Nima Khomassi whose telephone number is (571) 272-3775. The 
examiner can normally be reached Monday-Friday from 8:30 AM to 5:00 PM. 

24. If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the 
examiner's supervisor, Gilberto Barron Jr., can be reached at (571) 272-3799. 

25. The fax number for Formal or Official faxes to Technology Center 2100 is 
571-273-8300. On July 15, 2005, the Central Facsimile (FAX) Number changed 
from 703-872-9306 to 571-273-8300. Faxes sent to the old number will be 
routed to the new number until September 15, 2005. After September 15, 2005, 
the old number will no longer be in service and 571-273-8300 will be the only 
facsimile number recognized for centralized delivery. 

26. Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR 
only. For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair- 
direct.uspto.gov. Should you have any questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll- 
free). 
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